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The Culturality and Cultural Mediality of Enterprises:

On the Micro-subject of Humanistic Economy

Shan Shilian  Xu Yichao
(School of Media and Communication, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, P.R.China)

Abstract: While macro-level policies and meso-level industries have been well-studied, the micro-
dimension of humanistic economy, particularly the role of enterprises, remains under explored. A
profound affinity exists between the concepts of enterprise and humanistic economy. Yet, existing
scholarship from the humanities and management studies is polarized between critical and
functionalist approaches. Although some research in humanistic economics acknowledges enterprises
as key market subjects, systematic and in-depth analysis remains lacking.

As organized, organic wholes, enterprises manifest their culturality through organizational
culture and brand culture. The former, serving as the cultural soma of enterprises, can be understood
via two paths: a structuralist view emphasizing deep essence, and a constructivist view focusing on
dynamic processes. The latter, functioning as the cultural epidermis for social interaction, can be
interpreted from three perspectives: enterprise-centric, product-centric, and audience-centric. The
culturality of enterprises is thus both an intrinsic attribute and an interactive relationship, existing in a
state of mutual constitution. However, this culturality is often obscured by economic nature when
biased practices alienate enterprises, reducing them to mere tools of control or attention-generation.

The cultural mediality of enterprises is expressed through their capacity to influence, absorb,
and transmit social culture. First, enterprises, as the epitome of modernity’s core traits, serve as
prototypical organizations that shape contemporary society through elements such as people,
artifacts, spaces, and discourses, leading to the corporatization of various fields and even society as a
whole. Second, enterprises and their very definition are deeply imprinted with the socio-cultural
zeitgeist, constantly drawing resources from social culture to empower overall strategic management
as well as specific organizational and brand culture practices. Third, enterprises not only disseminate
but also transmit culture. Historically significant enterprises not only generate economic value but
also become vital components of commercial-cultural assets, socio-cultural symbols, and national-
cultural identity.

Therefore, an enterprise’ s apparent economic nature inherently embodies culturality, and the
key to this culturality lies in its cultural mediality—its reciprocal embedment and interaction with
social culture. This provides the foundational conditions for enterprises to become micro-subjects of
humanistic economy and identifies actionable touchpoints at the micro-level for its development.
However, beyond the cognitive dialectic of economic nature—culturality—cultural mediality, the
genuine formation of this micro-subject demands an evolution in the practical dimension: from a state
of “in-itself, ” through “self-awareness, ” to “for-itself. 7 This dual-dimensional approach offers a
cognitive and practical strategy for cultivating enterprise subjectivity and endogenous momentum.

Looking forward, academia and industry, alongside humanities and management scholars,
should transcend the traditional empirical distance and value-based divide between humanities and
enterprises. By moving beyond polarized critical or functionalist thinking, they can jointly advance
the development of humanistic economy and the evolution of humanistic economics.

Keywords: Humanistic economics; Enterprise; Organizational culture; Brand culture; Cultural
media
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