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The Path Selection and Practical Logic of Child-Friendly Cities’ Governance

—A Text Analysis Based on Governance Practices in 10 Countries

Cao Xiangiang Ma Minghuan
(School of Political Science and Public Management, Shandong University, Qingdao 266237, P.R.China)

Abstract: In 1996, the United Nations Children’s Fund and the United Nations Human Settlements
Programme jointly launched the initiative to create a child-friendly city, to establish an urban gov-
ernance system dedicated to safeguarding children’s rights. A large number of cities quickly began to
establish child-friendly cities. In 2016, Shenzhen took the lead in applying to join the establishment
of child-friendly cities. Therefore, the research on child-friendly cities’ governance should gradually
shift from the interpretation of concept, value and experience to the summary of governance
methods and rules, which has also become the basis for the promotion and in-depth practice of child-
friendly cities’ governance. Based on the text analysis of child-friendly cities’ governance in ten coun-
tries and through the three-dimensional analysis framework of “Topic-Participant-Strategy”, this
paper presents the path selection and practical cases of international child-friendly cities’ governance
in a panoramic view. Furthermore, this paper puts forward four practical logics of child-friendly
cities’ governance based on international experience. The first is the path-dependence action logic,
which requires that the construction of child-friendly cities should be aimed at improving the status
of children’s rights, and appropriate governance methods should be selected from the specific situa-
tion of urban governance; the second is the plural governance participant logic, which emphasizes
the importance of constructing the cooperative network of multi-governance subjects; the third is the
gradual policy learning logic, which suggests a process from gradual policy learning to policy innova-
tion and diffusion; the fourth is the inclusive governance institutional logic, which advocates the in-
clusion of marginalized children at three levels of service, protection and participation as the core
task of child-friendly cities construction.

Keywords: Child-friendly city; Governance path; Text analysis; Path dependence; Plural govern-

ance; Policy learning
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