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The Current Situation and Construction Path of Public Interest Whistle-blowing System in China

—The Enlightenment of Japan’s Public Interest Whistleblower Protection Law

Chai Ruijuan Zhou Jianshu
(Shandong University School of Law, Jinan 250100, P.R.China;
Shanghai Municipal Commission for Discipline Inspection of the Communist Party of China,
Shanghai 200031, P.R.China)

Abstract: Public interest whistleblowing system is not only a critical key to social risk discovery
mechanism and ability, but also an important measure to build a major social risk prevention and
control mechanism. China’s current provisions on whistleblowing are scattered in the laws of various
industries, and are mainly for private interest whistleblowing, which does not match the
institutional needs of public interest whistleblowing. In 2019, the State Council proposed to establish
a Whistler reporting system in China, and how to legislate is an important task. Japan promulgated
the law on the protection of public interest whistleblowers in 2004 and revised it in 2020. Over the
past decade, Japan’s public interest whistleblowing system has achieved good results, which has a
lot of enlightenment for China. We should make special legislation on the public interest whistle-
blowing system, clarify the subject and its scope of protection, set up step-by-step reporting proce-
dures, require large institutions to set up whistleblowing mechanisms, clarify the administrative in-
stitution to accept the whistleblowing, strengthen the protection of public interest whistlers, reduce
their responsibilities and clarify the penalty for retaliation.

Keywords: Public Interest Whistleblower Protection Law; Whistleblowing for public interest; Insti-

tution construction
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