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The Legal Regulation Path of China’s Energy Transformation from

the Perspective of Energy Justice

Ning Libiao Yang Xiaodi
(College of Law, Guizhou University, Guiyang 550025, P.R.China)

Abstract: Energy justice, as a principle of justice, pursues equity and justice in energy systems and energy
transition systems. The green energy transition in response to the twin global crises of climate degradation
and energy scarcity also has a heterogeneous impact on social justice in the pursuit of energy justice. Energy
justice provides the basic concept for building an inclusive and just energy transition regulatory system. In
order to guarantee the justice of energy green transition in the post-Paris era, energy justice should become
the due connotation of energy transition regulation. China has adhered to the concept of energy justice and
actively promotes energy justice in practice through universal energy services and new energy poverty allevi-
ation. Under the“3060”dual-carbon target, China’s green energy transition is continuing to advance in
further depth. However, due to unequal initial energy endowments, outdated energy concepts, and
energy regulatory deficiencies, China’s energy transition still faces challenges in energy justice, in-
cluding unemployment of workers in high-carbon industries, erosion of people’s rights and interests
in energy use, and negative externalities of new energy resource development. In order to meet these
challenges, firstly, China’s energy green transition should adhere to the concept of energy justice as
a priority, which should not only emphasize the promotion rate of energy green transition, but also
pay more attention to the equity of energy green transition, and fully consider the impact of initial
endowment on the transition ability of disadvantaged groups and disadvantaged regions; Secondly,
in the green transformation of energy, the ability of China’s existing energy law and regulation sys-
tem to guarantee energy justice should be enhanced through the formulation and improvement of the
basic energy law and related individual laws, as well as the optimization of the relevant energy regu-
latory organization system; Finally, based on the existing institutional and practical experiences, a
special Energy Transition Promotion Law should be formulated. In the Energy Transition Promotion
Act, a livelihood protection mechanism, a procedural protection mechanism, a justice restoration
mechanism, an incentive mechanism for green energy usage, and a supervision and responsibility
mechanism for energy transition should be established to provide special institutional guarantee for
the realization and promotion of energy justice in the process of energy transition.

Keywords: Climate crisis; Carbon peak and carbon neutrality; Energy justice; Energy greening

transformation; Legal regulation
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