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The Historical Interpretation and Significance of the LIJIFRUXING

Chen Lai
(The Academy of Chinese Learning, Tsinghua University, Beijing100084, P. R. China)

Abstract; RUXING should be an important work of “Qishi Zi” (the seventy Confucian disciples) and
their later students. During the Song and Ming dynasties, scholars of Neo-Confucianism thought
that this article was not what Confucius said, but RUXING inherited the basic spirit of Confucian
school founded by Confucius and reflected the diversity of Confucian personality and spiritual out-
look. In modern times, both Zhang Taiyan and Xiong Shili highly praised RUXING, which was fur-
ther affirmed by more and more scholars. The moral system of RUXING partly belongs to the moral
system of ritual and music culture in the age of Confucius, and also has some virtues developed in
the post-ritual and music era. Confucian put forward the category of virtue, it must be reified as the
system of conduct. To a certain extent, RUXING shows the behavior of virtue in a more concrete
way. The positive significance of moral conduct theory is that it can show the kind of behavior model
that can be learned more concretely; Virtue, on the other hand, can better explain the lasting inner
basis and possibility of moral conduct in essence. From the point of view of RUXING, moral con-
duct and virtue are unified in China.

Keywords: RUXING; Confucius; Confucian clothing; Moral conduct; Virtue
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