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A Study on the Theoretical Issues and Historical Changes of Chinese Cultural Villages and Towns

Wang Xiaojing Liu Shilin
(School of Media and Communication, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, P. R. China;
Institute of Urban Science, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, P. R. China)

Abstract: “Cultural villages and towns” include “famous historical and cultural towns and villages”,
“traditional Chinese villages” and “characteristic cultural towns”. Since the reform and opening-up,
the main function of Chinese cultural villages and towns has changed greatly, and it is manifested in
the overall shrinking of the small-scale agricultural production mode with natural economy as the
main body and the decline of the traditional agricultural culture represented by the practical
rationality. However, the existing cultural heritage protection model, the industrialization model
represented by the township enterprises, and the commercialization model represented by the rural
tourism have failed to pass down the unique production and life style and cultural value system of the
cultural villages and towns. On the road of industrial reconstruction, Chinese cultural villages and
towns initially formed two consensuses. First, the industrial industry is inferior to the tourism
industry. Second, the tourism industry must be integrated with the cultural development. To study
the cultural resources of cultural villages and towns in depth and integrate them into the
development of tourism projects and products is an important way to solve the problem of the
insufficient supply of tourism industry and the lack of cultural resources in cultural villages and
towns. The basic characteristic of an ideal town is the prosperity of the city without the noise of
today’s metropolis, and the convenience and culture of city life while being as quiet as the traditional
countryside.

Keywords: Famous historical and cultural towns and villages; Traditional villages; Characteristic

cultural towns; Ideal form
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