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On Human Characteristics and Human Nature:

“Heroes in Harm’s Way” Inspired by Chinese Culture

Cai Yu Gong Gang
(School of Business, Yunnan University of Finance and Economics, Kunming 650221, P. R. China;

School of Economics, Yunnan University of Finance and Economics, Kunming 650221, P. R. China)

Abstract: Is “heroes in harm’s way” against human nature? Starting from the evolution history of
the view of human nature in western countries, this paper demonstrates that self-interest as the core
in the view of human nature did not exist since ancient times. It is indeed the result of the capitalist
system and culture. Then, on the basis of Marx’s human nature theory, this paper distinguishes be-
tween human characteristics and human nature, the latter of which is “mutual kindness and harmo-
nious creation”. The carrier of such human nature is the “individual beyond atomic individual”. Con-
fucian culture and Marxist philosophy are undoubtedly the two pillars of contemporary Chinese cul-
ture. They converge on the correct understanding of the real existence of human beings and help us
to transcend the narrow view of self-interest. Therefore, the “heroes in harm’s way” is the presen-
tation of human nature inspired by the contemporary socialist system with Chinese characteristics
and contemporary Chinese culture.

Keywords: Human characteristics; Human nature; Mutual kindness and harmonious creation; The

way of the real existence; Heroes in harm’s way
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