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Paton’s Interpretation on Kant’s Ethics and Its Influence

Li Kezheng
(Institute of Ethics & Editorial, Tianjin Academy of Social Science, Tianjin 300191, P. R. China)

Abstract: Paton and his The Categorical Imperative exert profound influence on Kantian study in
contemporary English academic circle. Firstly, Paton gives a sympathetic and nearly intuitive inter-
pretation, emphasizing that the categorical imperative must not only be applied to the detection of
human empirical actions, but also be applied to human empirical situations. His interpretation is lat-
er called the “constructivism” by John Rawls. Secondly, a number of frontier topics in contemporary
study on Kant’s Ethics are triggered by Paton’s interpretations. Natural teleological interpretation
on the categorical imperative and debate on die Meschheit in der Person in formula of End in Itsel f
are all typical examples. At last, Paton’s “Three Formulae Theory” interpretation becomes a stand-
ard paradigm for contemporary study on Kant’'s Ethics. However, this interpretation fundamentally
misapprehends Kant’s doctrine of categorical imperative.

Keywords: Paton; Kant; Ethics; Metaphysics of experience; Three Formulae Theory
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