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Zhuangzi’s Theory of “Things”

Zhao Guangming
(Institute of World Religions, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, P.R.China)

Abstract: “Thing” is the core concept of Zhuangzi’s philosophy from “Xiaoyaoyou” and “Qiwulun”
to “Tianxia”. This article, with the common vision of Chinese and Western philosophies, starts with
the theory of Thing in “Tianxia”, distinguishes the thoughts of various schools by Thing , and then
reveals the multiple relationships between man and self, man and other, man and thing. thing and
thing, as well as all things and Tao in Zhuangzi’s theory of Thing. Levinas  concept of jouissance is
an excellent reference by which we can clarify Zhuangzi’s theory of Thing . especially his thoughts of
freedom. Therefore, Zhuangzi's metaphysical thoughts and belief possibilities, especially Zhuangzi's
path to the justification of individuality can be clarified. Levinas’s thought can be regarded as a con-
tinuation and clarification of Kant’s philosophy. Man justifies his unique uniqueness and individuality
in the jouissance of his own existence. This is a justification that does not reject rational justification,
but is more fundamental than rational justification. Kant’s feeling of freedom, Levinas’ jouissance
and Zhuangzi's self-enjoyment not only push the individual’s philosophy of freedom to a peak but
also open up the possibility of some kind of liberal religion. Levinas calls the possibility of a connec-
tion between me and the other, or between me and an infinite Other, a relation of séparation that
cannot be contained in any universality/totality/identity religion. What Zhuangzi’s Wei-Tao-Ji-Xu(ME
EHE ) and Tianlai(K ) revealed should be religious in this sense.

Keywords: Zhuangzi; Things; Emptiness; Self; Enjoyment
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