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How can Theoretical Innovation Occur in Academic Research

Taking Social Science Journals as Mediums of Observation

Li Mei
(Editorial Department of Exploration and Free Views, Shanghai 200020, P.R.China)

Abstract: Today's world is in a great change that has not been seen in a century with doubled uncer-
tainty, which calls for theoretical innovation more than ever before. Because the existing research on
“journal prosperity and theoretical innovation” mostly ignores the analysis of the internal logic of ac-
ademic production mechanism, the discussion of “how can theoretical innovation occur” has been in
a semi suspended state for a long time. Therefore, this paper intends to start with the occurrence
logic of theoretical innovation, strive to tap the academic tension in theoretical innovation, and try to
answer how to really promote theoretical innovation. Generally speaking, the occurrence of theoreti-
cal innovation depends on the changes of large and small environmental systems, as well as the
changes and interaction of four variables—history, practice, technology, knowledge and a key varia-
ble—thought. In today’s academic production, it is not difficult to find the academic tension, espe-
cially the three problems, and two kinds of disconnection, which affect the occurrence of real theo-
retical innovation to varying degrees. There are roughly three effective ways to promote theoretical
innovation. The first is to resolve the academic tension between profit-seeking and truth-seeking, the
second is to bridge the academic gap between natural science and social science, and the third is to
reorganize academic production in the era of new media. The occurrence of theoretical innovation is not
inevitable, but it is also full of new opportunities. The philosophy and social sciences researchers can only
move forward with heavy load, explore and innovate continuously.

Keywords: Theoretical innovation; Social science journals; Academic tension; Power of thought;

Academic production; Philosophy and Social sciences with Chinese characteristics
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