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Legalization of Cultural Enterprises’ Social Responsibility : Origins, Ideas, and

Implementation Pathways

Qi Chongwen
(Academy for China’s Rule-of-law, East China University of Political Science and Law,
Shanghai 201620, P.R.China)

Abstract: In the context of the cultural industry, cultural production specifically refers to the creation
and dissemination of works or products including news publications, broadcasting, films, television,
music, performing arts, and games. Due to significant differences in production modes, product
content, consumer demand, and production factor inputs compared to ordinary enterprises, cultural
enterprises as cultural producers bear not only general social responsibilities toward employees,
consumers, the environment, vulnerable groups, and public welfare undertakings, but also shoulder
the special social responsibility of practicing “free spiritual production.” At the current stage, the
special social responsibility of Chinese cultural enterprises primarily involves creating and producing
excellent cultural products that can meet people’s spiritual needs, enhance their spiritual strength,
and stimulate cultural innovation and creativity. Social responsibility emerges from human
interactions and is essentially a moral obligation. The moral nature of social responsibility is deeply
connected with “cooperation.” According to evolutionary theory, cooperative behavior is an
extension and optimization of self-interest instincts. To promote cooperation and ensure its
continuity, humans have evolved altruistic moral emotions such as sympathy, shame, and kindness,
and developed “objective” morals such as fairness and justice that reflect rational choices in direct
interactions and group communication. Human cooperation possesses a moral character, and thus the
social responsibility of cultural enterprises, rooted in cooperation, also falls within the realm of moral
obligations. Cultural enterprises face dual challenges: the limitations of cooperation and the non-
compulsory nature of morality. Chinese modernization, with its goal of “strengthening cooperation,”
further expands the connotation of social responsibilities for cultural enterprises and imposes higher
requirements for their fulfillment. To overcome the limitations of cooperation and the non-
compulsory nature of morality, as well as to address conflicts in moral standards or situations where
moral consensus has not yet been formed, it is essential to promote the legalization of cultural
enterprises’ social responsibilities based on the fundamental concept of “enhancing cooperation and
strengthening morality. ” The legalization of cultural enterprises’ social responsibility should follow
the basic principle of transforming morality into law and seek a balance between “compulsion” and
“voluntariness, ” as well as between “bottom line” and “ideal. ” The principles of excluding harm,
reasonable limits, and social interaction constitute the basic principles for the legalization of cultural
enterprises’ social responsibility. Guiding the legalization of cultural enterprises’ social responsibility
toward employees and the environment with the principle of excluding harm helps protect employees’
rights and interests, stimulate cultural creativity, and maintain positive interaction between cultural
production and the ecological environment. Guiding the legalization of cultural enterprises’ social
responsibility toward vulnerable groups and public welfare undertakings with the principle of
reasonable limits helps promote social equity and drive common prosperity for all people. Guiding
the legalization of cultural enterprises’ special social responsibility with the principle of social
interaction helps meet people’ s spiritual needs, enhance their spiritual strength, and harmonize
material and spiritual civilization. Only by forming complementary advantages between morality and
law can the enforcement power of morality be strengthened while maintaining reasonable tension
between morality and law.

Keywords: Cultural enterprises; Social responsibility; Cooperation; Moral obligation; Legalization
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