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The Impact of Transport Infrastructure on Regional Economic Gap

from the Perspective of Life Cycle: Mechanism and Evidence

Gao Zhigang Dai Xiaomin Ke Han
(Xinjiang University of Finance and Economics, Urumgqi 80012, P.R.China)

Abstract: Under the constraint of the goal of coordinated development of regional economy. promo-
ting transportation infrastructure construction has become an important policy tool for the govern-
ment to improve the regional economic gap. This paper focuses on the whole life cycle of traffic de-
velopment, first analyzes its influence mechanism on regional economic disparity, and then uses the
intermediary effect method to demonstrate the role path under different effects. The research shows
that the transportation investment during the construction period not only has a significant direct
effect on the regional economic gap, but also can widen the regional economic gap through the role
path of human capital and urbanization, and that the scale, stage and space heterogeneity of traffic
mileage and transportation services during the operation period are higher. In general, the effect of
traffic mileage is better than that of transportation services in narrowing the regional economic gap.
But the effect of transportation services becomes more and more significant over time. In addition,
the higher the degree of transportation services lagging behind the traffic mileage, the more obvious
the regional economic gap.

Keywords: Transport infrastructure; Regional economic gap; Mechanism; Traffic mileage; Trans-
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