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Authorization Application, Subjective Rationality, and Demonstration Diffusion:

A Case Study on the Establishment of Public Cultural Service Demonstration in City C

Song Wenjuan' Yang Nan®
(1. School of Humanities and Social Sciences, North China Electric Power University, Beljing
100096, P.R.China;
2. College of Art and Design, Beijing University of Technology, Beijing 100124, P.R.China)

Abstract: “Establishing Demonstration” is one of the major ways to promote the national governance
system and to improve the national governance capacity. It is also an important tool for policy
implementation in China. This paper focuses on the action logic of government organizations that
participate in demonstration establishment under different demonstration stages of innovation and
diffusion. The study constructs an analytical framework of demonstration innovation and diffusion
from the perspective of “Authorization Application” and the “Subjective Rationality”. And puts
forward a dual demonstration innovation models that includes “institutional demonstration” and
“technical demonstration”. The results of four multi-cases comparative study reveal that: (1) The
institutional design of public cultural service demonstration zones (PCSDZs) through the
“Authorization Application” facilitates active interactions between the “top-down instructions” of the
central government and “local exploration” by local governments. It has created a relatively flexible
space for trial-and-error experimentation, thereby enhancing the diversity of regional demonstration
7 and “local resource” , local governments have
different demonstration innovation models: “Resource-abundant” areas tend to adopt “Institutional
Demonstration Innovations” which enhance their public cultural system governance, while
“Resource-constrained” regions prefer “Technological Demonstration Innovations” that seek
breakthroughs through integrating technologies or social capital. (3) The study also finds that the
demonstration innovations carried out in batches have their unique learning and imitation
mechanisms: As a policy instrument, the demonstration policy inherently places emphasis on
benchmark-setting. Initially, the selected regions are typically the “powerhouse regions” that are

innovations. (2) Driven by “subjective rationality

endowed with superior innate conditions. However, owing to the distinctive resource advantages of
the early-implementing regions, later adopters frequently find it arduous to replicate their
approaches. Instead, “second-tier regions” emerge as more viable models for subsequent learners.
This gives rise to an “adaptive learning” pattern during the diffusion stage. Thus, local government
show stronger adoption tendencies to choose “Technological Innovations”. This pragmatic approach
not only avoids resource waste from blind competition but also ensures systemic stability during
innovation diffusion, ultimately forming a policy learning paradigm with Chinese characteristics.
This research effectively bridges the domains of “Demonstration Innovation” and “Demonstration
Diffusion”, expanding the theoretical frontiers of policy science. It further provides practical policy
recommendations for enhancing national governance and performance. Notably, simply choosing
“winners” is not always the optimal approach. Instead, appropriately designating “second-tier
regions” for demonstration innovation can more effectively facilitate the diffusion and spread of
innovations. The batch-based demonstration mechanism design is expected to stimulate interactive
learning among regions, foster cross-batch innovation, and ultimately drive the extensive
implementation of demonstration innovation, thereby comprehensively improving the overall quality
of public services.

Keywords: Public cultural service demonstration zones; Authorization application; Subjective
rationality; Endowment adaptation; Demonstration diffusion
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