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Mother’s Occupational Status,Children’s Educational Attainment and Gender Differences
—An Empirical Study Based on the Data of the Chinese General Social Survey

Li Kehan Sun Tao
(Shandong University of Finance and Economics, School of Economics, Jinan 250002, P.R.China;
The Center for Economic Research, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract;: Women'’s labor market status has long-lasting impacts on children’s educational attainment
and gender equality. Based on the data of the Chinese General Social Survey in 2015, this paper focu-
ses on the impact of mothers’ professional status on their children’s educational attainment and gen-
der Differences. In order to avoid the estimation bias caused by endogeneity, instrumental variable
method is used in the identification strategy. The results show that: the improvement of mother’s
occupational status has a significant positive impact on children’s educational attainment and the re-
duction of gender differences, and this impact is independent of the impact of father’s occupational
status in the family. After re-screening the samples and changing the way of measuring children’s
education level, the estimation results are still robust. Heterogeneity analysis found that the im-
provement of mother’s occupational status on gender equality in education only existed in the family
group with higher education level of parents and higher family level of parents, but had no signifi-
cant effect in lower family group. Mother’s career development factors in family background are of
great significance to China’s educational reproduction and women’s educational advantages. The im-
provement of women’s labor market status is conducive to the accumulation of their children’s edu-
cational advantages and the reduction of gender inequality in children’s education.

Keywords: Mother’s occupational status; Family bargaining power; Children’s educational attain-

ment; Gender differences
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