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Consolidating the Foundations of Socialist Modernization through the

“Four Core Strengths”

Zhang Kai' Chen Yangyi’
[1. Economics Teaching and Research Department, Party School of the CPC Central Committee
(National Academy of Governance), Beijing 100091, P.R.China;
2. School of Marxism Studies, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, P.R.China]

Abstract: China currently finds itself in a developmental phase characterized by the coexistence of
strategic opportunities and significant risks and challenges, with uncertainties and unpredictable
factors on the rise. During the 15th Five-Year Plan period, effectively responding to diverse
domestic and international risks and challenges will require the full leveraging of four core strengths:
the institutional advantages of socialism with Chinese characteristics, China’ s ultra-large-scale
market, its comprehensive industrial system, and its abundant human resources. The system of
socialism with Chinese characteristics provides the institutional guarantee for basically achieving
socialist modernization and possesses numerous distinctive advantages, including the leadership of
the Communist Party of China, the capacity to pool resources to accomplish major tasks, and the
commitment to carrying through a strategic blueprint to completion. In the system of socialism with
Chinese characteristics, the economy and politics form a dialectical relationship; more specifically,
under the conditions of the socialist market economy, the economic and political dimensions are
embodied in the relationship between government and market. The ultra-large-scale market serves
as the strategic foundation for substantially achieving socialist modernization. With a population over
1.4 billion and a middle-income group of more than 400 million, China’ s market offers vast
developmental space. Within this market, production and consumption form a dialectical relationship
that, under market economy conditions, is expressed as the interplay between supply and demand. A
comprehensive industrial system constitutes the material support for basically achieving socialist
modernization. China possesses the world’ s most complete industrial system, standing as the only
country that encompasses all industrial categories under the United Nations’ International Standard
Industrial Classification. Marx’s principle of the relationship between money capital and real capital
gives rise to the dialectical relationship between industrial capital and financial capital, which is
further embodied in the relationship between the real economy and the financial sector. Abundant
human resources represent the key factor for basically achieving socialist modernization. At present,
China’ s “demographic dividend” remains considerable in scale, while a “talent dividend” is
simultaneously taking shape. The demographic dividend and the talent dividend form a dialectical
relationship: the talent dividend constitutes not merely a quantitative demographic advantage but,
more importantly, a qualitative and structural one. To give full play to these four core strengths
requires translating institutional strengths into governance efficacy, drive markets and industries to
make concurrent efforts in both the production and consumption links as well as on both supply and
demand sides, drive innovation breakthroughs by relying on the talent dividend, and synergize the
strengths of all sectors into tangible results for high-quality development—thereby securing decisive
progress toward basically achieving socialist modernization.

Keywords: Socialism with Chinese characteristics; Ultra-large-scale market; Comprehensive

industrial system; Abundant human resources; Socialist modernization
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