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The Overseas Dissemination of Chinese Contemporary Science Fiction and its Implications
———The Case of The Three-Body Problem by Liu Cixin

Wu Jinjin
(School of Foreign Studies, Capital University of Economics and Business, Beijing 10070, P.R.China)

Abstract: Entering the 21% century, the overseas dissemination of contemporary Chinese science fic-
tion has been on an unprecedented uptrend. The dissemination of Liu Cixin's The Three-Body Prob-
lem has been especially successful. The data of the overseas dissemination of The Three-Body Prob-
lem demonstrate that Chinese contemporary science fiction represented by The Three-Body Problem
has leapt to the forefront of the overseas dissemination of Chinese literature, which is not only rec-
ognized by the overseas elite readers, but also favored by ordinary readers. The novum of the plot
and content of The Three-Body Problem , the universalism conveyed by the concern for the common
destiny of mankind, and the localism reflected by the Chinese elements in the text, all combine to
render The Three-Body Problem widely accepted by overseas readers. Meanwhile, it provides valua-
ble enlightenment and references for the overseas dissemination of Chinese contemporary literature.
Keywords: Chinese contemporary science fiction; Liu Cixin; The Three-Body Problem ; Overseas

dissemination; Novum; Universalism; Locality; Chinese contemporary literature
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