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Why Do Local Governments Promote Tip-off Enforcement?

Wan Jiang Li Xuan
(School of Economic law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law,
Chongqing 401120, P.R.China)

Abstract: Tip-off enforcement is a governing measure that subjects of action including government
and the third party cooperate with each other and the law enforcement organization obtains law
violation information based on citizens’ tip-off and investigates illegal acts. As a typical cooperative
governance practice, tip-off enforcement has both instrumental value and democratic value of social
governance, so it is used by local governments in social management. It exerts an important role in
solving government regulation failure and overcoming the incompatibility of traditional vertical and

one-dimensional state governance mode.
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Chinese local governments show a significant regional difference in utilization of tip-off
enforcement. So, when local law enforcement governments utilize tip-off, are there any rules to
follow and are there any factors influencing the utilization of tip-off? Studying these questions will
find out the reasons why local governments choose tip-off enforcement, thus specifically solving the
higher-level law problem of promoting Chinese local governments to implement cooperative
governance.

The study starts from data of local governments, and 150, 787 administrative punishment cases
which are handled due to citizens’ tip-off are used as the basic data. Besides, indicators such as local
reporting system construction, local financial resources, local government law enforcement
pressure, and public participation, are introduced to construct the panel data on reporting and law
enforcement in various regions of China from 2015 to 2021. According to empirical research
findings, local financial resources, local enforcement pressure and public participation demand are
important consideration factors for local governments to choose to cooperate with the public and take
tip-off enforcement governance measures. Local financial resources, local enforcement pressure and
selection of tip-off enforcement measures show a significant negative correlation. Public participation
demand and selection of tip-off enforcement measures show a significant positive correlation.
Besides, the construction of local tip-off system can greatly promote local governments to choose tip-
off enforcement and improve cooperative governance degree. Findings prove that local system,
financial resources and press of local governance, and public participation are important indicators
influencing selection of tip-off enforcement. This discovery inspires the next stage of Chinese social
governance and reform as follows. First, improvement of local tip-off law construction is the key
premise to promote tip-off enforcement. Guided by cooperative governance theory, building a
scientific tip-off reward system and encouraging tip-off of illegal acts is the key to reduce asymmetric
governmental information and improve law enforcement efficiency. Second, local governments
should realize that cooperative governance is the development direction of China’s social management.
Cooperation will comprehensively improve social productivity and make the government to reduce
the cost for obtaining private information and resources. Local governments should fully consider
various factors, actively adjust social governance strategies, make full use of the information
provided by the informant, and permit private power to support or to get involved in public
governance as permitted by laws and regulations of cooperative governance according to the actual
objective circumstances. Finally, as social power, citizens should participate in social governance,
carry out social supervision, play the role of “participant” well, and promote the democracy course of
grass-root social and economic governance.

Keywords: Tip-off enforcement; Cooperative governance; Administrative punishment; Empirical
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