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The Centennial Literature and Art Policy and the Cultural Leadership Construction

of the Communist Party of China

Tan Haozhe Ren Xiaofei
(The Center for Literary Theory and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract: In the practice of cultural work in the past hundred years, the Communist Party of China
(CPC) has gradually explored and found an institutionalized management mode and working mecha-
nism that starts with literary policies to lead and regulate literary and artistic work and realize cul-
tural leadership. Based on the four stages of national revolution, social construction, reform and o-
pening up, and national rejuvenation, starting from the different historical tasks of seizing, establis-
hing, consolidating and strengthening cultural leadership, the formulation and practical exploration
of the CPC’s literature and art policy has gone through four stages. The first stage is the initial ex-
ploration stage with the main historical tasks of competing for cultural leadership and “establishing a
new culture of the Chinese nation”from the 1920s to 1940s. The second is the tortuous development
stage in the 1950s and 1960s after the founding of new China, in which the main historical task was
to establish cultural leadership and “constructing a socialist cultural system”. The third is the adjust-
ment and transformation stage in 1980s and 1990s with the main historical tasks of consolidating cul-
tural leadership and “developing socialist cultural productive forces”. The fourth was the deepening
and improving stage in which the main historical task was to strengthen cultural leadership and
“build a socialist cultural power”since the new era. The formulation and practice of literature and art
policies in the four stages are regulated and guided by their historical tasks, holding high the Party’s
ideological banner, based on the people-centered orientation and adhering to the Chinese standpoint, which
provides a solid institutional guarantee and control mechanism for promoting the prosperity and development
of modern Chinese revolutionary literature, art and contemporary socialist literature and art, and realizing
the Party’s ideological and cultural leadership in the entire Chinese society.

Keywords: The Communist Party of China; Literature and art policy; Cultural leadership; Historical
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