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The “Modern History” School and the Turn of China Social
and Economic History Research

Yin Feifei Chen Feng
(Advanced Institute of Confucian Studies, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China;
Advanced Institute of Confucian Studies, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract: During the period of the Republic of China, the study of China’s social and economic his-
tory has stepped into a professional and scientific way, which is guided by the “Modern History”
School. It has promoted the deepening of social and economic history research from three aspects:
theoretical method, narrative model and research field. They reflect on the formalism and advocate
integration of theory and historical materials, from general discussion to special topic, shaping the
professional model of the social and economic history researching and it opens up the study of region-
al economic history and promotes interdisciplinary research. As a result, the study of social and eco-
nomic history has changed from the initial stage to the steady development stage.

Keywords: “Modern History” School; China Social and economic history; Specialization and scienti-

zation; Turn
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